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" As wo foil, she abovo and I below, there arose a yoll of laughter, wliicli shook the tumble-down old thoatro from top to bottom, till I thought the very root' would have fallen and squashed the pair of us.
" Tho superincumbent sixtoon stone (avoirdupois) had knockod overy atom of broabh out of my body, and for the motnont I i!ult as if I had been flattened like a pancake.
"In this emergency tho prompter came to the rescue and promptly rang down; then he and Lucy lifted the furious fair.
" When sho had found hor feet she glared at me like 'great Ilor^j, with hor angry eyos/ and if looks could kill, I. must have boon stricken dead then and there.
" Aa Boon as she recovered her breath she ' let me have it hot.'
" Indeed, I caught it on both sides, for while on the one hand sho hissed through her beautiful white teeth ' Cochon I brute 1 beast! ', on the other her precious handmaiden, an impudent, buxom, redheaded young liuasoy, with a mouth like a cat, and a celestial nose, kept it up with 'Idiot! bungler! duffer I'
" Of course I could not blame poor Millwood, but I did not receive Lucy's compliments with perfect and fell upon my back dragging her down with me!nger than I really was.    :
